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"Prince's death made me move to his hometown." As featured in The Guardian, May 2026
LOGLINE

An Australian filmmaker's nine-year pilgrimage through Prince's Minnesota homes becomes a meditation on grief,
community, and unexpected transformation.

SYNOPSIS

An intimate meditation on grief, love, and transformation in the wake of Prince's death. Following a chronological
pilgrimage through the homes where Prince lived—from birth to death—the filmmaker searches for traces of the
artist in the places he left behind, drawing on nine years of documentation in Minnesota.

Through voiceover and personal imagery captured across nine years in Minneapolis, this experimental
documentary traces one person's journey from solitary romantic to finding community through shared cultural
loss—and the dangerous romance that followed.

Shot entirely on personal devices using the filmmaker's own photographs and footage, this handmade approach
to digital storytelling explores how cultural figures become spiritual guides, how grief opens us to new possibilities,
and how the search for love can lead us both toward and away from ourselves.

DIRECTOR STATEMENT
When Prince died in 2016, my heart broke, and | was compelled to visit Minneapolis. Dearly Beloved follows
my nine-year pilgrimage through Prince's life via the chronological geography of his homes—from the house
where he was born to Paisley Park, where he died. The film moves from solitary meditation through place to
vibrant community and love, exploring how grief can become a doorway to belonging, and how an artist's
legacy lives on in the people and places they touched.

DIRECTOR BIOGRAPHY

e.c.balazs is an Australian curator and filmmaker. With a PhD in Curatorial and Museum Studies (University of
Melbourne), a Master of Arts from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, and a Graduate Diploma in Film and
Television (Victorian College of the Arts), her work bridges museum practice, community engagement, and
personal documentary filmmaking. Her work has been featured in The Guardian.

Her curatorial practice centres on participatory methodologies that challenge traditional museum hierarchies. As a
filmmaker, she creates personal essay films exploring questions of grief, consciousness, and transformation,
using her own experiences as entry points into larger cultural questions.



Dearly Beloved chronicles a nine-year journey documenting Prince's community and her own personal
transformation—a meditation on the power of an artist to change our lives. Her second short, Claude et Moi
(2025), is a meditation on human-Al collaboration. She is currently developing a feature screenplay.

Balazs has held academic and curatorial positions at Columbia University, George Mason University, Purchase
College (SUNY), National Art School Sydney, and LaSalle College of the Arts Singapore. She is the founder of
The People's Museum for Prince.

DIRECTOR FILMOGRAPHY

Dearly Beloved (2026) — Writer/Director. Personal documentary, 7 min. World premiere Atlanta Documentary Film Festival.
Minnesota premiere MSPIFF45. Australian premiere MDFF, July 2026.

Claude et Moi (2025) — Writer/Director. Short film. A meditation on human-Al collaboration.

The Kiss (1997) — Co-director/Producer. Dance film based on Klimt's painting. Co-director: Annika Glac. Broadcast: SBS
Television. Festivals include Paris Biennale Art Film Festival (Pompidou Centre).

Zsuzsi Hits St Kilda! (1996) — Writer/Director. Commissioned by St Kilda Film Festival. One month theatrical screenings.

Wednesday (1995) — Writer/Director. Winner: Cinevex Script Award. Festivals: Mediawave International (Hungary), St Louis
International (USA), St Kilda Film Festival.

FULL CREDITS

Written, directed, narrated, and filmed by e.c.balazs

Sound mix: Mike Hallenbeck, Coolcat Audio, Minneapolis
Featured public artwork: Paintings by Dan Lacey; mural by MrG

Produced by The People's Museum for Prince

ABOUT THE PRODUCER

The People's Museum for Prince is a grassroots community museum that collects personal stories, artwork, and
artifacts from people around the world whose lives were changed by Prince. Founded in 2016, the museum's
counter-museum methodology centres community voices over institutional narratives, creating a collective portrait
of Prince through the people he touched.

The museum's 2018 first edition in Minneapolis drew over 3,000 visitors in a single weekend. Dearly Beloved is
the first film produced under the museum's banner.

The 2026 commemorative edition—the museum's 10th anniversary—opens June 7 at Roberts Gallery, North
Minneapolis. Coverage includes The Guardian, Minnesota Monthly, Southwest Voices, North News, and KMOJ
89.9 FM.

peoplesmuseumforprince.org

PRESS COVERAGE

The Guardian (May 2, 2026) — "My cultural awakening: Prince's death made me move to his hometown." On grief, a decade
of pilgrimage, and what it means to build a museum from community voices.

Minnesota Monthly (April 21, 2026) — On the tenth anniversary of Prince's death, curator E.C. Balazs, artist Troy Gua, and
Roberts Gallery owner Peyton Scott Russell on the museum's return to his childhood neighbourhood.

Southwest Voices (May 20, 2026) — "10 years later: The People's Museum for Prince gives voice to his fans."

North News (April 24, 2026) — "Shining On: The People's Museum for Prince comes to North Minneapolis."



KMOJ 89.9 FM (April 15, 2026) — Curator E.C. Balazs in conversation with host Freddie Bell on North Minneapolis's
community radio station.

When Doves Cry Podcast — An hour-long conversation on the People's Museum, the pilgrimage, and a decade of
community.
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