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What happens to grief when the whole world feels it at once? What does it mean when one artist shapes the arc

of an entire life? Where can we celebrate and commemorate the deep impact of one artist on many lives? Who

gets to decide what counts as history?

The People's Museum for Prince is a unique response to the intense public mourning that followed Prince's death

in 2016. Created to hold the personal stories and creative testimonies of all people impacted by the life, work and

death of Prince Rogers Nelson, it is a museum like no other — one that honors the voices and lived experience of

Prince's audience.

It is made of personal stories, art and artefacts. A museum of the people, testifying to the power and impact of one

artist in many lives, across the world.

Not owned by an estate. Not curated by an institution. Built entirely from community voices, and always free. Ten

years after Prince's death — and on what would have been his 68th birthday — the museum returns to North

Minneapolis, his childhood neighborhood, for its most ambitious edition yet.

KEY FACTS

Main Exhibition: Roberts Gallery, 2400 Plymouth Ave N (cross street: Bernadette Anderson Way), North

Minneapolis · June 7–27, 2026 · Admission: FREE

Gallery Owner: Peyton Scott Russell (painted Prince's First Avenue star gold after his death)

Partner Venue: The Capri, 2027 W Broadway Ave, North Minneapolis · Let's Work! A Labor of Love — a special

exhibition from the People's Museum for Prince · On view now through June 27 · Open during Capri events and

by appointment

Opening Celebration: June 7, 2026 · 2–6pm · With Brass Solidarity

Community Gathering: Forever in My Life: A Gathering for the Purple Community · The Capri · June 10, 2026 ·

Doors 5:30pm · Program 6pm · Live music 7:30pm

Closing Event: June 27, 2026 · Roberts Gallery

Regular Hours: Wed–Sun, 12–5pm, June 7–27

Anniversary: 10th anniversary of Prince Rogers Nelson's passing: April 21, 2026

First Edition (2018): 3,000+ visitors · Solar Arts Building, Art-A-Whirl

Curator: E.C. Balázs — PhD, Curatorial & Museum Studies · Available for interview

Media Contact: media@peoplesmuseumforprince.org

APRIL TO JUNE: FROM GRIEF TO CELEBRATION

This spring and summer, five moments arrive in sequence — from film festival to anniversary to museum opening

to community gathering to closing celebration.



April 11 — Dearly Beloved screens at MSPIFF45, Minneapolis St. Paul International Film Festival — Shorts

Block 2, 11:05am

April 21 — Ten years since Prince Rogers Nelson's passing

June 7 — The People's Museum for Prince opens at Roberts Gallery, North Minneapolis — Prince's birthday

June 10 — Forever in My Life: A Gathering for the Purple Community — The Capri, North Minneapolis. Doors

5:30pm, program 6pm, live music 7:30pm. Film screening, gallery reception, live music, and community

gathering

June 27 — Closing event — Roberts Gallery

July 12 — Dearly Beloved — Official Selection, Melbourne Documentary Film Festival, Cinema Nova, Melbourne

— Music Shorts session

THE EXHIBITIONS

Roberts Gallery · 2400 Plymouth Ave N, North Minneapolis

The main exhibition opens June 7 at Roberts Gallery — at the corner of Bernadette Anderson Way, named for the

Northside community leader who took Prince into her home when he was a troubled teen. The exhibition brings

together over 60 contributors from across the US and internationally, presenting paintings, drawings, poetry, fabric

art, photography, film, jewelry, music, and personal testimony. Free admission. Wed–Sun 12–5pm through June

27.

The Capri · 2027 W Broadway Ave, North Minneapolis

The People's Museum for Prince is proud to present a special exhibition at the Capri — the historic North

Minneapolis venue where Prince played his first ever gig, in January 1979. Let's Work! A Labor of Love is already

on view through June 27, open during Capri events and by appointment. The exhibition honours the spirit of

Prince's legendary work ethic and dedication to craft — fifteen thousand hand-sewn seed beads, decades of

meticulous sculptural portraiture, a fabric tribute laden with carefully chosen Prince references, and more.

Featured artists include Troy Gua, Nettrice Gaskins, Myc Dazzle, Betsy Shannon, Suzanne Wint, Timothy

Harmon, and Peyton Scott Russell. The Capri also hosts Forever in My Life on June 10 — an evening of film, art,

and live music.

FOREVER IN MY LIFE: A GATHERING FOR THE PURPLE COMMUNITY · JUNE 10

On June 10, the People's Museum for Prince hosts an evening of film, art, and live music at the Capri, 2027 W

Broadway Ave, North Minneapolis. Doors open 5:30pm; program begins 6pm; live music from 7:30pm.

Film Program. The evening includes a screening of Dearly Beloved — the museum's first film, fresh from its

Minneapolis premiere at MSPIFF45 — alongside a selection of short films inspired by Prince and his legacy, from

filmmakers across the US and internationally. Filmmakers in attendance.

Gallery. The Capri satellite exhibition Let's Work! A Labor of Love is open throughout the evening.

Live Music. From 7:30pm.

DEARLY BELOVED — THE MUSEUM'S FIRST FILM



Dearly Beloved is a seven-minute short documentary — the first film produced under the People's Museum for

Prince. It tells the deeply personal story of one woman's journey in the wake of Prince's death: the pilgrimage to

Minneapolis, the grief that wouldn't resolve, and the transformation that followed. Told through a visual

chronological journey through every Prince property in Minnesota, filmed over nine years.

Festival Selections:

• Official Selection — Atlanta Documentary Film Festival · World Premiere · March 2026

• Official Selection — MSPIFF45 (Minneapolis St. Paul International Film Festival) · Shorts Block 2 · April 11,

2026 · 11:05am · St. Anthony Main Theatre

• Official Selection — Melbourne Documentary Film Festival · July 12, 2026 · Music Shorts session · Cinema

Nova, Melbourne

Director E.C. Balázs was in attendance at MSPIFF and will attend MDFF in Melbourne in July.

STORY ANGLES FOR COVERAGE

• Free, community-owned commemoration — an alternative to ticketed estate events — opening on Prince's

birthday in his childhood neighborhood

• Two North Minneapolis venues: Roberts Gallery and the Capri — the historic venue where Prince played his

very first gig, in January 1979

• 60+ contributors from across the US and internationally — the largest edition of the museum yet

• The Capri hosts Forever in My Life on June 10 — an evening of film, art, and live music celebrating Prince's

community

• Peyton Scott Russell: the Twin Cities artist who painted Prince's First Avenue star gold after his death now

opens his North Minneapolis gallery as home to the People's Museum

• A portrait of an artist told through the hearts of his audience — 'fans are historians too'

• Women and Prince: the voices that carry him across a whole life — and rarely make official history

• Men and Prince: the unexpected depth and urgency of male submissions in this year's collection

• From Germany, France, Sweden, Australia — the global community coming home to North Minneapolis

• Bernadette Anderson Way: the street named for the woman who took Prince in as a teenager

• Healing, identity and transformation: how Prince shows up across a lifetime

• Dearly Beloved: an Australian filmmaker's nine-year pilgrimage through Prince's Minnesota, now screening

internationally

WHAT THE MUSEUM HOLDS: THEMES FROM THE COLLECTION

Across the 2026 submissions, several themes surface with striking consistency — threads that run through the

stories of contributors from Minneapolis to Melbourne, from teenagers to grandparents.

Music · Spirituality · Style · Sexuality · Social Justice · Grief · Joy

Healing and transformation emerge as perhaps the most powerful thread. Contributors describe Prince's music

as a companion through trauma, grief, illness and recovery — not as escapism, but as a genuine source of

strength and self-understanding.



Identity and becoming. For many — especially those who encountered Prince as young people — his fearless

approach to gender, sexuality and self-expression gave permission to be more fully themselves.

Grief and joy held together is perhaps what makes Prince unlike any other artist in this regard. The submissions

do not separate the sadness of his loss from the celebration of what he gave.

Community and belonging. Whether online or in person, around the world, the people who loved Prince found

each other — and are still finding each other. This museum is one of those places.

A SELECTION OF CONTRIBUTORS

Angela Davis · Minneapolis

A multimedia artist born and raised in North Minneapolis, contributing from the same neighborhood where Prince grew up.

Betsy Shannon · Minnesota

Her beadwork Shining On, sewn from more than 15,000 beads, is the lead work in the Capri exhibition.

Troy Gua · Seattle

Le Petit Prince series. Seattle-based artist and longtime contributor to the Prince community.

Hanna Ögren · Umeå, Sweden

A singer-songwriter whose kitchen videos — singing and dancing to Prince — have become a gathering place for the global
Purple Family online.

Giuseppe 'Pino' Craca · Black Forest, Germany

A lawyer who has written Prince a letter. 'He stood by me during difficult times... it will continue forever.'

Liz Bucheit · Lanesboro, MN

A goldsmith who contracted with Paisley Park to make decorative boot tips for Prince's signature heels during the Batman era
and Diamonds and Pearls Tour.

Kurt Shafai · Minneapolis (originally Seattle)

18 years old. Moved from Seattle to Minneapolis in 2025, drawn by the music and Prince's legacy.

THE HOUSES OF PRINCE

The museum also presents The Houses of Prince — collaborative research between Balázs and Minnesota

historian Kristen Zschomler documenting every Prince-linked property in the state. The work will be published in

the forthcoming Duke University Press book Black Star Rising and the Purple Reign. Balázs and Zschomler

present this research at the ICP4P Prince Symposium, University of Minnesota, June 1–2, 2026.

View the research: peoplesmuseumforprince.org/houses-of-prince

ABOUT THE CURATOR

E.C. Balázs is an Australian curator, filmmaker, and researcher with a PhD in Curatorial and Museum Studies

(University of Melbourne) and an MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She founded The People's

Museum for Prince following Prince Rogers Nelson's death in 2016 and has spent a decade documenting his

Minneapolis. Her short documentary Dearly Beloved has screened at the Atlanta Documentary Film Festival,

MSPIFF45, and is an Official Selection at the Melbourne Documentary Film Festival, July 2026.

ecbalazs.com · peoplesmuseumforprince.org/people



A note on affiliation. The People's Museum for Prince is not affiliated with or endorsed by the Prince estate or Paisley Park.
Paisley Park remains the official place of commemoration — a special and, for many, sacred site. The People's Museum exists
alongside it, not in competition with it, founded on the belief that the voices, stories and art of Prince's audience are an equally
valuable part of his legacy.

MEDIA CONTACT

E.C. Balázs, Curator

media@peoplesmuseumforprince.org

peoplesmuseumforprince.org · Instagram: @peoplesmuseumforprince


